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Draped ' tn Scarlet 

The offices • arc carpeted I ant. 

• dr-aned in scarlet. in tire tradition, 
drapea i houses of 




■ ■-.: orally, theyiseem « r . that 

tlicir tails. ,. T , jv.r.ny ■>£ 

i :-On Jawyots. V s for tax- 

i them.are •« , K«-- ttons< ...... dull. 


‘boxes , hmnK „? cats .Vim-1 
; Each morning. »t. .> k lhat . 
self behind a nia »• T j, ave he i 

yjhoTof ten v * 10 ^ a f^ U Occasionally . ; 
noses io. toe -. ... ... jnahog- 

bd !* " ll\{ c of the 

any. * uw ^ :'h’ ":.r :&" exchance. 

)V^ii .-'n ' ’ l -!V t L^ . .rl>nn«‘Q^ 




clined to the > the . yen. from .; 






\ do^^^rro'V Mn’i-.VlUn' 

! the o„-cmem. 1 »« ■ ^ his, 

-I concentration, that 

Income as H a jolting 

;>:rfr&ri«s“K 

• eoal biu. „ « 

i * T 56. Belli is a florid, lav;iish, 

i A disiinguished.-actor type . ^ 

I wears his paying mane -fleeted' 

>• •;Vfe*« 5 f 

| eccentric splendor : , «>?' c--sOs ., 

hi-h-heeled boots made. ; n ’>• 

1 elegant, custom-made scirts ai.^ 

icostlv suits With double-oiEcSavn 
° 1 ■ 0S i.L When he throws ha<- k ‘ 

• jfis jacket in his frequent tnunibs-. 
i K\ stance, he gives ju«»» a 

I .linipse of blinding .scatdct .limn,- &TC< 
i ° In court, he is a . master sho« - flg 

^ipgPll 

i»»* “ ’S 5 £J 8 ‘WSS. 

! Expert of Use 
I i Of Visual /ici»; 

i He is also expert 

j respectfully aggravating a ju •« « 

' ' into losing- his temper. Bepr ).»• g 

• than i m parti :.! to . 1 ’ ,V^h 

• •• r d"e« wno rear. . ». . ., r . 

1 ' But. B'-lli is •-•;• , ' 

* i ! hi» artf ul •..>« Of »•«.... • 

•> \i 55 tSSJJ? “ S 2 Sui‘;l 

h-SSi W” '^;f‘ h ” ’ • 

1- m .,ny :i jurov pOi'C> - •• 

j: ««"»-««* ii r.£u«»“ d hi .'»< 

j. iciiiirr troman. i h* 

i rnrmu* (' n . 0 s ’icccj- 

j: iilcfus, tui « /,,..„,?(■<! «»-«■■>■' • 

Sar V y f sl ou.s -l h-'Ors. r/i. y 

l\~aii-nr<Ud his-chc' - > ■ ■ ** Sl .;t 

5- in another wa.W^tut;^ v<£ 

V. Belli went even ‘.. vho had 

the fuse 01 £ . . , : r ..i <urgvry 

undergone abu>»n ; . r;. 

- and had been le.t 
i Belli inteiioeu -‘ . - r '.', i , >. 

v^^teir-.». K rt g: 

f tiff was ^ cr v;;‘ 

r| ? .rid disvolcn «♦.. •; ; .. ; . 
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the^plflintiflJcpniplotely'disrobed, 

- : heri;head?^doV'ni'^Tci>rs welled/ 

! iin'^lier ceyes.^mid dropped . onto , 
iHer ireastsdVr 'Ja'e-; jury gave; her 1 
I !S1 15.000j;iorj,'her>rscar ussue.-V . 

1 ^There-ls-^t^yig Belli likes : oet-.: . 


L Vwg^thana^Val- 



[ tB elU\«Q<) ? MCond. i wi f e./ photog. 1 
L — "/Toni. Nichoh, ihortly . 
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[theatrical/® Beilin insists^ there is 
’ample justification for it. [To ,ex- 
jplain, hejeltes the- case in which 
thev^rdugfit^Ti^ 

.Wrapped^^:' butcher's '-- paper, 
islovvly^uhwra'pped it. and handed r 
"itfover’to the; shocked'. jurors. vi- ; 'y 
^^,‘‘ 7 'i'e*Ti>pint"^w ••‘showji/the 
/jury -rwhat.it means to wear!an 
/artificial' leg,” Belli said. The'ju’ry 
if got -the ! point;" awarding $100,000 
;tp;the ypung woman who had to, 
'weartheleg. 

i . Most j often, / it : is Belli’s op-' 
ponenfs' rwho \ complain of such 
.stage, business in the courtroom.' 
L'He has.somejdghly. respeefe^ de-, 
+ fenders,binclu<)ing v Dean Roscoe 
Pound -ypf; the* Harvard Law 
y |-School;fwho>calla ; 3elli “a master 
Jof this mode of ‘presenting cases.” 
amboy ant,” says Belli, 
i jiI;ca^'hfford to be.” 
jffV. " 


T>UT-i under his flamboyance is: 
" a soil'd body- of legal, knowl- 
.edge.; His ./dozen's of. published 
books include"/ such prof essior.nl 



‘•The More Adequate Awar.i,” t.nj - 
-Medical Malpractice,”. For the 
popular trade, he ..has written 'a 
$2.25 paperback, in which he good-.: 
naturedly defends./ his • razzle-. ■ 
dazzle technique against charges 
of "ambulance chasing.”:/ • - ' ■ 

" He has also" invaded the record 
field, in a three-disk album, .‘‘The' 
Voice of Modern-Trials,” in which-, 
he recreates , his' arguments - in 
some of his; more spectacular, 
cases:.. One is-;his;plea> in behalf 
of Maureen (Little'-MoV Connolly,; 
one-time tennis' star, who. was. in- ' 
jured when a trunk frightened the. 
horse she was riding. Belli , col-; 
lecied $95,000 f orher!- y/ . ,v‘ - 
’/,'Tho'ugh he/Js'-not;, a man./to, 
cringe' from publicity,: BellT-did, 
draw- the. ‘line. a. fewWyears agc&ti- -, 
a' , book ; about'- : ttm^ut<Life‘'^‘M'. ; 
Limb,” by.- Robert; Wallace. /-;H'e J 
tried ; unsuccessfully/ to f. keep it\ gff/ , 
;th" e stand s iff-' ■<' - 's*^ j 
- He seemed; to , object ffeh icflyiftpf . 
Wallace’ s repoi ts fthathesug-if- 
nested cii' X-ray [pf'Jtus head' as 
the trim 

ititie- work, ''\JoflcritnTrials,” ar.d 
at' one" tinte.celcbrated.a’bigjnry 




; wood producer; who;’ wanted /to 
make a- movie based on the book. : . 
jffrfmVdamned ; if /L/wlll.'K'he /saidij. 

. But- lie . added, " after a bit i of ' 

. thought: “I might' /be interested i 
—if. they’d let me nl av the part-' 
of a crooked insurance adjuster.” 

Yearly Seminar ■■ i 4- - . \ 

Ah/ay s Crcwded 

Meetly, he confines' his non-' 

; courtroom appearances to a year-. ■ 
ly "seminar, always /crowded . with ; 
lawyers eager to learn froin’.-the 
master. . It features ' films, lee-/ 
.tares", and demonstrations,’;. all 
staged w i th brilliant /Belli, show-' 
manship!'/! - 2,7-^?.; '" ' -V 

; , A couple.^bf •.years-.ago, .he.: 

' introduced a : surprise guest: Patti/ 
--•White, ' 25 : (37 : 24-36),Aa ; strip^ ! 
teasing former'; ./schoolteacher 

i whose seminar theme' Was, “What; 

[ Legal Education/ Really,. .Needs.”, 

| To illustrate'.; her thesis,' Patti., 
j doffed Iieri cap and gown, slipped;- 
• out of her slip/ and told .her .at- 
I tentive audience: ■'• 

“From this point on there is no 
I reasonable doubt.”;- 
j Belli’s fun-and-ganies approach ; 
i to life, plus his long absences-. at: 

! faraway" trials, has- brought him j 
| his share of .marital turbulence; j 
' appropriately for a goer, his third 
and current wife is a former air- 
line hostess. : -,d S : ./ . 

His first Wife divorced him in 
1951 after . Hi -years of. marriage, 
mainly because she wanted some 
continuity in' her home' life. She 
accepted :r $50,000 home in sub- 
urban San Francisco and $02,000 
in -oil holdin gs as. a settlemen t.-. ;. 

They hav e-four;- cn i iqi (a— ' 


Richard, 27,'. an. aocomo.--.it who 
has decided : to; enter law school; 
Melvin Jr., .24/ who "has entered 
.a Trappist monastery in Cali- 
-fornia; Jean. 21, who is a student- 
; nurse, and Susie, 18,;. who wants 
to becomb a teacher.,-’ y- 
'Belli’s second wife was a Life; 
magazine photographer, Toni 
Nichols. , Once, in the -, course . of ' 
their short and stormy marriage, 
Belli showed up. at a- jaW eonyen- 
.tion -in Chicago... with a scratched 
face. " 

■ He explained that , he had had/ 
a row -with his wife..- “Here 1 .am, : 
.lecturing - to the conyc-nliohyon^ 
pain and suffering in a seminar: 
" I on . torts, and I’m . exhibit A,”*he 

• said./ 

! She Quit Airline^ Job : AV./ 

i .,. f , .. • • ^ J ' 

To Become Mrs. Belli 

^'•i;in i.l9!>5,'': a‘' : rfrieiid5-'SntrpducJd j 
Belli. to Joy G urn ey;;'.\vho quit her' 
airline job to become the third 
Mrs. Belli.' They spent their 
honeymoon in Yuma. Ariz., where 
he was trying' a case,/ 

The Beilis live most of the... 
time- jn aii elegant, : eaiiy-Gali--; 
| fornia "style home (it : might be 
that Bglli looks upon" himself das ' 
a thrdwback to that gaudy, free- 'j 
wheeling era), t < n . ' ; fashionable, ; 
Telegraph 1 Hill; 'and some of tht; ; 
time in an Italianate villa they 
1 own in the Hollywood Hills. Their 
l life revolves around thei' ti-year- 
I old son, Caesar Melvin Belli. 

1 VclH doles on Utile Cnf.svr. So 
I initch so that lie not. on!;/ Inrnea 
ore,- • die of his lit Hi H-- 
: the boy, bat insists on- /• ng 

■ uli prosflcctice tenants to /( .•:; ,/ 

I Caesar doesn’t on prove the uapti- 
‘ cants; they don’t get Un, thus 
malting the lad the- only 0 -yec.r- 
old landlord around. ' 

A desire to leave a page in his- 
tory for his son’s sake probably 
was a contributory factor in Belli’s 
decision to defend Jack Ruby.- 
He has. all the money he’ll ever.. 
need. His reputation, though lim-? ; 
ited,- is secure! Bi ; his friends : 
feel that Belli has been waiting’ 
j ail 1 his -life for-.the /one big case .; 
I that would elevate ! him to the', 
stature of Clarence Darrov, this 

• country’s most famous lawyer of 
j modern times. ;. 

i Such a case would, of course, 
j have to be historic, highly dra- 
matic and, from the point of- 
view of the defense, a battle 
against almost insuperable odds. 

The incredible series of events 
in the Kennedy - Oswald - Ruby 
tragedy will occupy the attention 
of historians for generations; 
sheer drama it at least. ■ u:i 
the assassination of : .-. 4 

century ago, and the <.-hi - . .-- ■: '' 
i Jack Ruby, the oniv killer in t 
i annuls of murder w* > took a ji 
1 '- ;V BeUlion people, Idolcinlr c 

'..ave_ tjs.mendous.- , ■-& 


i^t j m 










AVAU.A3I E 






















I 


! ft- ■ 

i. 


.5 




■$???<%}?$:>*. V- 


^CaHtiidS# 

. . ' t ■'•:• _ -' _ - §• 


^And^Glever^i. 


- ■ _• .x^r 


3fl2^yegjjg[ 

■ wlivirt" Beiil 


' ; :-A 




m *• 




' v y r * **.*'». ' \ 9 * " 

» • S/'V 


mmm 


b^f: 

i 




*ffJlt£Be{enti0ll. ■ 

■' An old kandl at Battling -odds, . 
Melvin Belli . [<—] Uvpichiro 
. of- confidence ’as He • discusses . 

! ■ defense of client Jack* RuBy 

| . [A], kilUr>f^ale President,. 

■•Kennedy’s p r e s u me d,a * s a s si '• 

j in rococo San Franc Uco* offieo \ 

I wU,> i a90i»h dec* : incr tn i et . 
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l§IMlJeteme -LAiwyer^s Own Defense - 1 

. *St verdfct SaSrday' he Wew uTld'S^ncJd'^rdic" I 
>7 •••••' ... SAN FRANCISCO. wcl>d up in mc ;. he explained yesterday, when he swl 

1 -igia-M elvin 'Belli th ought . up fresh, unpleasant p.uase. iQi the jurors, “self-satisfied and smug.” fti 

° Dallas- yesterday, and Mso took on. the Arrcvican Bar -ss - What happened in Dallas, he said, "‘lies with the sys-gjj 

l 9 rt . ' ...... tern An oligarchy is in charge which says T what_vou^«Uiffl 

•>0'33The defense in the Jack Ruby murder trial, which ..e > do or KOt do .. 1 

: i headed untit/flred Thursday by. the Ruby ism...*, was About his firing by the Ruby family, ; Mr. Belli, was g 

. Z f'SmsSliiated’T hy ' Dallas/ he said. ■“It the trial had been, , * nt / .. As - {ar as r m concerned. Jack is my friend/’: lv= 

'■'^taeyjsed. all the lawyers in the United States would have salc j.-He's get a case and he's going to win it." ttfS 

?nmfched'on Dallas.” .• '!■' new trial motion, filed in Da.iss by lawyer Phi 

’ 4 "T'^.lAnd ■ as ' for the' American Bar Association, whose Bdr j- c; - n listed the best-knovr. criminal lawyer in Texas 

. - president. Walter C. Craig, criticized Mr. Belli's courtroom pe ,. cy y oremarl , as the new member of the defen--: team 

^ + v>« tniHfw 'vn--«nirt last SatUrdaYI _ . ^ ... j t ~ rr.n* : v,vpri PlT: ' •* 1 l.y.'C- 


. . ; I 

V... • - S-r,S.l 

: ■ “ •: .. V j 


' . &?.v 


" picaiu&iiv, ......... — - .... 

outburst after the guilty verdict last Sa:u.d,.y. . 

6 «i' cannot continue in the Air.ricar. Bar .i'soc:s-,c.’. 


] “ In Dallas, the new Ruby defense team took tne first— 
' P formal step to appeal the death sentence. • 

1 “ Here, in a crowded press conference Mr. Belli predicted -" 

’ o' a successful appeal, said his fee for directing the case haa ! 

' •>; been' “zero" and renewed his denunciation of Dallas. 

• Throughout^ the case, ' he had persisted, that Dallas. , 

4.4,^Eji(>ckediby' the assassination of President Kennedy and the, f 
1-5. inurder two days later of his accused assassin, could not 
lfcYglve Ruby, a fair trial.- ' ■ 

j 7 Whe n the all-white. all-Protestant jury hand ^ »" its . 

1 sc" ‘ 

ie tV;-.'’ ..* 
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)*$£& . ; 

> AT.T, C0±±AT!:£§ 
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said. -He's get a case and he’s going to win it. ^ 

neVv * trial niGiion. filed in Dallas by lawyer Phi v* 
Burlc^-i listed the best-known criminal lawyer in Texas 
Percy Poreman, as the new member ox the cef^n-e team 
Mr. 3ur!eson and Joe Tonaiiiii continued as R'- .-t -• i e- 
sentauves.- 

The motion was filed with the clerk of tr^ai vcage v-e ♦ 

B. Brown’s’couri and cited 35 allegecT errors as ground, j 
for a new trial. It will no doubt be denied and, the case j 
"taten to the state Court oi Criminal App eals. 

The V/ashir. r;t i- fi t . - - — 
Times Herald 

The Washington Daily News 

The Evening Star 

New York Herald Tribune' — 

r - .* — yj\. New York journal-/ rr.enaar. 

■ /. 3, '*/ • ;' •*' * /r 

. > i- J -t** » «■ 

^ X. r New York Mirror 

1 -Tc • v.V'j/ V. *- New York Dally News- 

\f <' . *.* : New York Post 

The New York Times . 

The './orker 

The New Lender ■ . ■ — - - 

^ The Wall Street Journa. 

✓7 . /; ^ The Natici. il Observer 

V / / People's V*cr!a . 
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- ~ -.-By C ARL FREUND 

' .JJfiJjWrBelli fired: a new ver- 

^ jb^sa|vo ; at Dallas .Friday and 

•; Uncief ‘rTTre,' from . the 

5 S^men'caii' Bar. Association. 

^ Meanwhile’, Jatk /Ruby’s re- . 

'shuffledjegal staff- took the. first 

;;step/in . its fight to win a new 

f trial: .for the condemned slayer. 

. Ihe' fight- may dast three years 

: and preach the-U.S. Supreme 

■Court;-* ' • ..<! : . V . / 

■,n:.-T iiiU'Zi. • . . . 

. jtj Belli /announced he was quit- 

■ ting , the ABA, which is com- 

.. posed; : of lawyers throughout the 

t nation’,; less than^S hours’ after 

he w-as fired- as 'chief defense 

attorney in ’the Ruby case. 

' the announcement came 

during a press conference in 
Belli's pictui usque Sar. Frar.- | 
s cisco office.. . 

■ Belli 'indicated he would take 
/•no, further action in the Ruby 
'C3se.' j ,~ : , ' . ’• "J- 

“I’m sending in a withdrawal - 
(from the case) at the request j 
.of the family," he said. ' j 

•. %; Walter C. Craig . of Phoenix, : J 
. Ark;, who heads .the ABA, re-.-j 
buked Belli during a San Fran- ’ 
cisco speech Wednesday. De- j 
mands mounted for an in yesti- j 
gation.'to determine whether i 
‘Belli’s conduct, including his ’ 
tirades after Ryby. v.as con- 
victed, violated • the ABA code :: 
of ethics. 

REPORTERS ASKED Belli 
during his press conference to 
comment on his dismissal a?/ 


a member of the defense staff 
Belli refused, saying, .“Tha 
would be unfair to a sick mar 
under the . shadow - of the elec 
\ trie chair. 1 £•’ yj-i . ' l'”.!'-. 

*•’ Biif he.thady plenty y to' r say 
' about '.Dallas.ji 

He- said, .Dallas is ruled by.an 
oligarchy ■.. ‘‘which says: , what 
you.shaU .do or , not do. ’’ v P : . . 

■ V\’nd,>’he‘rs.aTd, “All thejilttwr 

yers in' the United States would 
have marched on Dallas if 
Ruby's trial had been - tele i 
vied;’’, ■ : : ; ... , 

- ’ ■Attorney-’ phil r Buriesor ’ 

opfened the - legal battle to ser 
asrae Ruby|s death penalty by 
firing a motion, for a new trial. 

I: listed 3S reasons why de- 

■ t~ss lawyers contend Ruby 
failed to get a fair trial jyhen 

a .jury of - eight men and- four - 
women, convicted him 'of rthe 
murder of Eee' Harvey Oswald, j 
The motion was signed by 
Burleson and Joe Tonahill, a 
Jasper lawyer. W »• 

A ^y itr- WERE 'associa ted ■ with 
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R^y’s^Jnth- ' e jg, v g ELLI SAID he fpgbjhe^ had 
•*. ' ' ' 'if- '* right to speak out agalnsf the' 

• Burleson said he conferred, by “ Dallas situation.”' He 'said he 
phone 1 with. Percy Foreman, the doesn’t want to belong ' to the 

. ^Wo^^otltpoundil^OTd^' - ABA if 'membership' in theiprr 
• 'yer-'h:red»Thursday-to;:head^the^ ganization wouldrequire Him to . 

• /‘sit back and: tolerate this/a^ 

,:ized:hlm ? G>:We. ; Hid pIea^ -A— nation.” ’ ' , 

Belli praised Dallas residents 
1 . Brop^Wptked: as individuals, terming them 
' rece:vjii'g- : a .faiir ' ••fine people.” .. 
trial- by: ^ < -:.-:;V-;.r I ; j But when, they become jurors; 

—Refusing to'', move the trial/ ■ he said, “something sick hap- 
to another county. y- "■}.%. pens” and they feel they, must 

:• -SETTING ” JURORS pail convict to protect the' city’s . 
. judgment on Ruby even though:. in ' fc S e - Ke said the ABA should 
they hacj; ’^vitnessedV, the slaj£ , investigate the “Dallas system” 

' ing- bri J “&eir : tel.eyisfon ’screensp instead of castigating /y.fjtv 
—Allowing officers ' to festive Belli told San Francisco re- 
about statements they said Ruby" P° r:ers that, after the Ruby jury 
made while under arrest. / SL~ bad deliberated two hours. The 
. — Denying a pretrial sanity- Dallas News headlined tnis fact, 
hearing. ^ T .. -■ ■ “THEY'RE NOT used to such 

Judge Brown, who was re- deliberation,” Belii said, 
ported cut of the ' city Friday^ • “They’re used to 2-minuie jus- 
'• will schedule la ; hearing, proof- tice.” ' : i- 

ably late next month: ' iff (The Dallas News did not pub- 

If Judge Brown denies the re-' l| s h such a headline.) 
quest for a new trial, defense Belli also termed Wade ‘.‘a 
t lawyers will go to the Court of master of snide remarks” and 
Criminal Appeals./ If turned f accused the prosecutor- of iih- 
N ' ; down there', they-’-rould ask the: i f a i r tactics. 

‘ federal, courts ' to,; .review - -thei ! ' After Ruby received the death- 
case on' the ground Ruby’s con.- ’ penalty. Belli said he would auit 
stitutional rights ha ve' been vio -- practicing law if his client died 
lateu. ■- -t~~» • % in. the electric . chair. But : Belli 

T said Friday, “I won’t be scared- 

away (from trying cases) by in-' 
x surance attorneys, . by district 

attorneys or by the president 
of the ABA.’’. 

Foreman will arrive here Sun- 

dav to confer with Rubv in the 

T ■ e ■: -• 

county jail. 
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0 Y i S Mouron Belli is the San Francisco, California! 

Jack Ruby, the accused slayer of Lee Har 

’2 Following ?hi 15S, ^T e ? aS n Ruby was found guilty on 3/14/64; I 

f be verdict, Belli Hade a vicious 

^:'*bf^court,: the judge apd the. City of Dallas. 
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Office 1 Irhr, wiouer <J, xabZ, to the Pass 

4 ^ii Sh lly » Congressman from the Fifth District of ?i! 
»£. e i ««t-SeIir*-ilred to visit Cuba^n LIjI 
CaSt?o ’tJ? 62 !* observe the judicial structure of Cuba unde- ’ 
to obtain mateJiJi 6 ; ind fcated that Belli recently visited Alblia t V ^ 
that thiS J ^ v ^ ite iaw review articles. Mr. Scott sa* ! 

obtained iS , i!npo ^ tant because on October 14, 1962, the U l. 

in the Octobe? °J , the Mi ? s j le build up on Cuba which resulted 

lOfio D Ilf ’ lto2. Cu.->an crisis. By letter dated November 5 

'??i 11 4 Wr '? te the Pass P° rt Office- and said that-he desired to 

1962^ for a Rp?i^ e + eE1 ^ ,er ’ J 962 * State granted permission on November! 2 5 S j 
1962 for Belli to travel to Cuba stating the approval would notT * • 

extend beyond January BO, ‘1983. By letter dated P January 14? ? £ 33 h 

to «ri ' +« t ‘o\ Wr ° t v to state and requested extension of his permit * ‘ : ‘ 

re< iuested permission* to go to Albania. He 
-h 11 ?^ 11 ? was gathering material for law review articles 
Cubi^J n date ? 5 anuary 28, 1963, State approved Bellx's goin^ to Ifv# 

ioiLZZ i£ er i°* n0t t0 exceed June 30 » 1963, and approved hi* Wfr 
going^o Aibania not to exceed July 30^ 1963. r , fC() ( K r (} 2p*'i& 

advised that Passport files do not show whether^" ^ 

?pi Lt??\ either trip * He indicated that he thought it unusua^ 
mi«?« 5 llp 1 h,H?H g ° Cuba during the explosive period involving t; e ' ^ 
ft U P, in Cuba, Mr. Scott further advised xhat State >;:•<;! 

Department f Jies do not show that Belli has submitted any law rtriJ?l ! 
articies during the past couple of years and further th It S^lr 
oa law review articles is rath^ exteasiye and complete , 

1-Hr. Belmont- ' l-5!r. Branlgan ^4’ i 

l-Mr. Sullivan 1-Liaison ^ 

1-Mr. Rosen .?yV"?l-Mr. Bartlett W.-.l 27:95/ /.-£> 
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■UNITE!) STATES COVEKNMKNT 

Memorandum 


-3-64 


q!I 2 ; W.;,C.. Sultiv^n'. . -:~3-64 ,/j 

' i • 1 - Hr .• Branigal - 

‘^vTv.f^: • E • • i - Mr. Lenihan 

Rp>» v W.-‘A. Brani-gan i _ Mr. Rose ,\,V 

- ;%£) . .. r c 

iUBjECT: LEE HARVEY OSWALD •' • 0 1 .V ... *\ 

INTERNAL SECURITY - RUSSIA - CUBA . ' ■; i ' ’ 

' • • Reference is made - ’ to r.sy. rser-iox 8 nnciuni dated 2 -^o-o 

f'M i 'above?"cAptioned , regarding information re ceived .I r oin 
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Memo Branigan to Sullivan 
i*e:, LEK HARVEY OSWALD ' 
,V IS - A - CUBA 
105-82555*' • * 




■ RECOMMENDATIONS : . 

•‘■•r-Vr.-i. While my memorandum of 3-4-54 recommended that t| 

advised of this false allegatiorw^yj 
it is to be noted we have 

®^BBB|ffan^^tnerexo?^^xi;eiii may be right in that he neve^nj 
'cement . If this is ‘correct „ we are already on recorj 
■•Wi'tih(^^$’Qbinmi§sibn that Cswaidvv/as never an informant and no I 
useful' purpose would be served in advising the Commission of t| 
allegation or Belli* s denial at this time. 1 
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Co . Quietly, ty 

SAN FRANCISCO; /April 28 
(UPIi— Controversial San . Fran- 
cisco attorney’ Me lvlrf-’Selii has 
changed his mm2' tooay ‘"about 
plans ta resign from the Amer- 
ican Bar Association." - 

He sent a 26-page -.letter to 
ABA president Walter E. Craig 
of Phoenix, Ariz.', ' yesterday, 
saying 'Til be daVnned if I'll 
resign quietly- I'm going to let 
you try and kick me; out pub- ' 
licly.” 

Mr. Belli defended Jack 
Ruby, accused slayer' of lee 
.Harvey Oswald. : .- 
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The New York Time 
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r ET.VTw : .B ELLI the* San Francisco legal beagle 
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- UiXTwndsVscreajns immediately after the Jack Ruby • 
VQujyi'h^deigdow^-^^sl^fil^electric chair -verdict j-, 

•. -+>lp • Avnm.if*a'M^T5a.. ’A ccnMo firm ic ceVifiriniori «all'6 


iuiripgdfby 


? (Effect, Belli yelled, “We wuz robbed!” 
j -fanny of those present, Including this 
' reporter, agreed.-- 1 





yRuby.'couldn’t get a : fair ‘.rial, in -- : 

^4>3diai r that - death -was his biggest,; - 
^ospgct there. Now he Is demanding h. 

■ i‘ chahge of venue for himself and " ‘ b 

l generally for the same reasons. ■ 

5 ’^‘You have arbitrarily set the place, of all places, 
Glor this -‘trial’ as Dallas, Texas! “Belli, an accomplished 
51.sep.9f the exclamation point, writes in his- stinging 
replyitO;the summons issued by O. E. McEwan, chair- 
l;Saan'of 'the t ABAjs gripes department. “I advise you, 
Vgl ryith at r mti nu merous letters, some of which have 

5 0 


tion of the President could have been possible. : 'gj 

“Warren Leslie, in his recently published ‘Dallas %% 
City 'Limits,’ !and 'other writers have; characterized d| 
Dallas as a city of murder and the ‘jnurder- capital of i|g 

do not- want to add myself as a statistic to fn;s ‘3 
* macabre : batting average, 4 even at your whim! There ►. 
are a number of things I would like to say of and JjjB 
about the American Bar Association’ aijd in 'my de- 
fense at this ‘trial’ I would like to remain alive to say 
them. Consequently, I ask that the ‘trial’ be hold 3t 
the headquarters of the ABA, Chicago, anc; .<01 in 
Dallas.” . ' 

. Belli had. something bristling to. say, too, about ! 
the fact that .the panel that will try. him is made up | 
entirely of Southern lawyers. We’d print excerpts, but | 

- The Wsshir-.ctor. Post crro 
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1 - this dea r old new spaper , has just. run. out' of asbestos. 

/:;.:>c^WEL]>,5BY,1^6w..there'is overwhelming agreement 
"that Gen.Eisenhower’s'statemcnt about the kind of 
man. the GOP needs was, indeed, an arrow in Sen. 
.Barry Goldwater’s back. On the eve of the great con- 
test in California,' Gov. Nelson. Rockefeller is making 
sounds -like a winner. The _polls show that Barry has 
been pole-axed. •' . .,-Mr : V ' 
But here’s a thought that I haven’t seen ex-, 
pressed. Suppose Goldwater wins? Suppose the people 
who were shouting for him a: few weeks ago close 
ranks, round up multitudes of independents, and give 
.. him all 86 delegates? ,;/. Ai-" 

If that happens! Ike and his Eastern advisors, 
.headed by .Tom' Dewey,'. Gen..' Lucius Clay' and his 
brother Milton, wilLha,ve blown-most if! not. all. of their 

• influeocb'at':!the;cbnyenfl6n.-V.'2.-vjto;,2v:.!W,'’ 

,• Stranger .tides^ have run in' the •muddy waters of 
politics.-' ;,vA'A ; ' -A ;-’- .. ... , 

.INDEX’S IMMEDIATE. FUTURE, without -Nehru, 
wijl bear watching. He dominated its gover nment t o- 
a'grcatjir de gi.’gb, i n-some’’ respects,. than : .Khrushchev 

rules t he g maat Union. He never delegated very much 
authority, insisted on giving personal ■auentibn to 
matters as trivial ..as the length . of the speeches his 
ministers made and their position in reception lines 
■ when foreign dignitaries would come calling. 

If there is a vacuum in our political setup at pres- 
ent, what with no Vice President, there was a colossal 
void in India's. Gandhi shaped Nehru; Nehru shaped 
only himself— and was imminently pleased with what 
he had wrought. He must have considered himself in- 
destructible, and the.Hearst Task-Force was inclined 
to agree. •„ ■ •> 

When we called at his residence in New Delhi one 
evening in December of 1962, the 72-year-old leader 
came bouncing down the grand stairway with the vi- 
tality of a youngster. He was immaculate in his white 
leggings, three-quarter " length jacket and spotless 
white bap. The customary rosebud peeked from the 
-jacket’s fold. ; . >' 

He had spent hours at the front, earlier that day, 
a front that was 13,000 feet high in the foothills of the 
Himalayas. • 

• Who could sub for him now, if that front blazed 
■again?. •. • ; 

. . .. * ■ Btirit 'Beidlioi Sitrlci 

Read Bob Considine’s column Monday through Friday In 
The Jo L- m-ii - jra teri can ! - a — B 
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•’f' . t,EE HARVEY OSWALD' , . al-u • • v^SO-c-ea, 


ccov of - £ letter dated April 21, 
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“•r-e a'Cwaciitu — n x- r- 

_ .. _ T - --rjnv defense counsel, >-0 

1964, "from MO?* sw*i, *<*»- r;: 4c „ n jitsociatioa , 
WALTER S. CRAIG, vresiu^.v., w,.e — c-. '.- / ^- cn 
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page 171 that Sgt. Dean \v 
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by Jack Ruby a half hour 

9 
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Chief Curry complained to Iv.-r * Rankin 
Dallas , ' His only ether reference 
tvhsre.hs speaks cf the many . rumors 
ion and Ruby which he fo It. hurt his 
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date: July 30, IS 64 

1 - Sir. Mohr 
1 - Mr. DeLoach 
1 - Mr. Belmont 
1 - Mr. Rosen 
1 - Mr. Halley 
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JACK L. RUBY, AKA; •. . 1. - Mr. McGowan H 

LEM HARVEY OSWALD, AKA - VICTIM . 1 - Mr. Hines 
CIVIL RIGHTS ‘ 1 - Mr. Edwards 
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^confidentially advised thatl 
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: »Belli had with Ruby. 




* ^ Mitchell sale that Belli had demanded and received as gis j. 

)q- ; (fee for defending Ruby complete rights to any boon or film oasecgaDn j jj 

;*• (Ruby’s life and Belli had"' employed Mitchell and_ another • camera; td; «*.| 
7 (shoot considea'able film footage of R . by during deals 's intc-rviot ^ wuxn ■' 
,i$£ljhim. ‘ Mitchell said Belli explained the use of the .cameramen, if I .■ Lip 
challenged, by stating that it was necessary ior nan no conplet-^y • , ^.;f 

• 4 v ' ascertain the personality and character cf Lucy for nas assista:. • a i 












He rjorandua to Hr. Belmont 
RE: JACK L. RUBY, AKA; - 

tr— 

1 " f The dispute between Belli and Craig and the ABA has |j 

^ . ! received considerable publicity which was instigated p rimarily ■ cfi 
• } both Belli and Craig. If the inf creation furnished 'ey 
4 l a confidential basis is- given to Craig, it will no dou"i^^ffl^>bc:| 
- | Meat for -the news media. The Bureau aust not become involved ir| 

M this public argument between Belli - and Craig. f 


|£7C 


’ _■ ACTION : . B 

• "• v!c : ir'In view of the Cgg^sion’s interest, in Ruby, the j 

‘ . .. information ''furnished byfl^^^^H|will be disseminated to the't)7 C s 
.^President's Commission tab^mgesre to ccnce^mm^ as the^ZCs 
'^’source r . •: I 

>9 \ ‘ . - jfj 

C * ' Dallas will be instructed to conduct no investigation ’ 

:• i&ZX concerning this matter and they will be advised that the iniorralgj 
, , will c-s Gxsseuinaeea no me m-esiceue • s Commission onuy ana is : 

: _ to be furnished no Craig or anyone else cuts ice of the Bureau. 


Dallas will be instructed to conduct no investigation 
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( Priority ) 


TO; DIRECTOR, FBI . (44-24016; 

VKOUlf LA SAC, OKLAHOMA CITY (44-430) (P) 

SUBJECT: ; • JACK..L . ' RUBY , Aka; 

V 'lee HARVEY OSWALD, '.Aka - VICTIM 
.• . civil' RIGHTS 

00: Dallas • 

. Be/// >e: SHIELDS MITCHELL 

■ '■ Re Oklahoiha City 'airtel to Director, 7/23/64; 

Bureau airtel to Oklahoma City. 7/30/64. 

Enclosed tor Bureau, 5 copies of LHM concernii 
information furnished in referenced Oklahoma City airtel 
one copy LHM forwarded to Dallas. 
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( 3 )- Bureau (Enc. - 5) 

1 - Dallas (Enc. - 1) (44-1639) 
1 - Oklahoma City 
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UNr. D STATES DEPAR TMENT OF J 1 TICE 
FEDERAL liU-aEAU OF INVESTIGATION 


In Reply, Please Rejer to. 

■''■ File No. • .V.':’; ■■■:; < ' 



Oklahoma. City, Oklahoma 
.. ..'August .1, 1364 . : 



Title: JACK I.. RUBY, Aka; 

LEE HARVEY OSWALD, Aka - VICTIM 


Character: 
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6 ... 1:7 The confidential 

i c6J3ffi.unicatxon Has -'furnished 
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CIVIL RIGHTS* ! 

Letterhead memorandum ■ dated 
August "1, ' 1.964 , at Oklahoma City 
Oklahoma 


source santionod in referenced 
reliable information in the 
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In Reply, Please Refer to ■ 


UNI^D STATES DEPARTMENT OF JT PICE. 
FEDERAL BUHEAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 
' August 1, 1964 


* *■' A.VvA ■* r E V- . • 



Re: 




JACK L, RUBY, Aka; 

LEE HARVEY OSWALD, Aka - VICTIM 
CIVIL RIGHTS 


A 


1 2 


;^^A c6nfiJentiar' Eoarce has advised that Shields fh 
fcw^^presently ■•a'-free-lanco caineranan and producer of 
picturesin the Dallas, Texas, area. -Mitchell ' has 
' various persons a story to the effect that he ' had 
tcdn’iespioyed by Melvin Kelli, former legal counsel for Jack 
\\ . . \y. Ruby* y His job was to record on film pre-trial interviews 

between Belli and Ruby, and Belli indicated he. had received 


asi:tfee;,£or- defending Ruby the -'cosole te/ rights'. ta any book 

£1 1 11*5.1. ... _ .1 i c .. r. •' 
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*4 \ using the films: to assist hits in preparing. Ruby's defense. 

5 According tc Mitchell, Belli vas actually conoil inq an ir.--.-ns 

film librar - - - - - - a ~ ~ 1 ‘ ’ 
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|*rb\ document in the future, and that ho. Belli, would personally reap 
51 .b'v! a large reward, 

12 -y ; ...-• 


,, y . vc; ,... ' Mitchell indicated he had received a Master’s Degree 

J4 L >Pf;^c in' Psychology and recognized that Belli’s interviews with 
v Ruby followed a pattern using complicated psychological 
t techniques, and Mitchell believed use of these techniques by 
j Belli in questioning Ruby was designed to bring about Ruby’s 

’ 8 ' pent al breakdown, to not only aid in obtaining Ruby’s release. 


but to enhance' the value of Belli’s films. 
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: Schell '-indicated ' that Belli frequently referred . 

to^tj|e. ; un;ethi c al; approach . he was-' using,, stating that if it 
i 4 -feiuA-A®caiae ^ la own her; would ”go to jail.” These references" by Belli 
.5 %V.i ala^o%>UtcheIl to the point that hs disassociated hiaself 
16 ? ;= from Bellies employee at* but ho was sworn to secrecy by Belli 

i n ;-^PP fore leaving; Mitchell indicate i another cameraman was also 

S -.i , e °P^.°> r . e ^ ky and as far as Mitchell Jcnew. the other ? 


idsnt lal source .furnishing" the above: 

22 inf OTiMt ion indicated that he had no way of evaluating the 

>3 truthfulness of ^tchell’srstbry^ nor even if Mitchell had bee 

24 employed by Belli as a case-raman. 
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; By William Rollins mma 
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[fTiciory V/or BeWi 


y -yf., The- Texas'. State Supreme Court turned t ne 

state bar. association's demand lhat_MgbUP.. M ' t w ill- - • 

- disbarred -in Texas for his rip-roaring handling, o. the ■ 
m Jack Ruby /trial. Belli, who insisted long and loudly that 
This" client’ couldn’t, get a fair trial .ir. Dallas,, ussued a 
i. snort from his San Francisco office:. “Like (Gen. of the 
Army Douglas) MacArthur, I shail.be back— into Texas. 

■ The same bunch that's beaten ir. their own Supreme 
Court is now moving before the rich man’s- insurance 
. club, the American Bar Association, to kick me out o. 
there. Next thy’ll move to have my membership in the 

Kouk-um thc-Month Ciub revoked." ^ 
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The V/ashir.gtor. Pori r.r.a — 
Times Herald 

The Washington Daily N’-jws 

The Evening Star 

New ,'ork Herald Tribune 

New v ork J ourn’al- Ameri*. an . 

New York Mirror 

New York Daily News 

New York Post 

The New York Times 

The Worker ! 

The .**ew Leader 

The Wall Street Journal 

The National Obsetver 

People's 7/crld _ . . . 
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UNITk/jj STATES DEPARTMENT 'OF JUSTICE 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF XxSVESTIGATION 
San. Francisco, California 


'‘•TV.. / • October 20, 196 4 

DEDATE ON OCTOBER 9 , 1964, BETWEEN -MELVIN 3ELLI 
AND MARK LANE ON THE QUESTION "IS OSWALD THE 

LONE ASSASSIN OF THE PRESIDENT?" 
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9, 1964, a debate between San Francis 
•f :: attoraej/C MELV-IN •'•BELLI ' and New York attorney MARK LANE caption 

"Is Oswald the Lone Assassin. of the President?" was. held at 

the Masonic Memorial Auditorium, California Street, San 
• Francisco. Prominent . San Francisco attorney JAKE EHRLICH was 
the moderator. This meeting was attended by a Special Agent 
of the FBI and Mrs. HELEN JANET MEYER, 125 Arbolado Drive, 

Walnut Creek, California.’ 

f‘- An opening statement was made by BELLI. He *• i 

began his statement by praising the Warren .Commission Report , [ 

~ ‘stating that, it was a tribute to such a great democracy as-, 
the United States and he believed that no other country _ & 
could have produced such a complete report. He derided uAriE 
for sneaking in foreign countries and harming the image or 
the United States by implying that there had been a conspiracy 
' in this country to kill President KENNEDY and implying that 
OSWALD was. not the only person involved in the assassination. 

>■ BELLI- then asked if this is so, who~are these conspirators 
and where are they now? BELLI stated there was no one else . 
besides OSWALD and he said he would show this beyond a reason- 
able doubt. He said’ OSWALD was a psychotic person and always 
had been, and even as a youth under the New York Youth 
-Authority, OSWALD had exhibited psychotic and schizophrenic 
tendencies., 

3ELLI then discussed the events the day KENNEDY 
' .was killed. He discussed OSWALD' s travel to get the "curtain 
■ • rods'! the events at the time of the shooting; how OSWALD ■ 
left the building; took a bus; the finding of the bus transfer 
on OSWALD ; his travel by cab; the. shooting of TIPPIT, ana 
• OSWALD'S subsequent arrest. He discussed the palmpnnt 
. ■ found on the gun; the rifle purchased by OSWALD under an 

assumed name; the fingerprints on the bag m which OSWALD 

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusion:, 
of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is leaned t josc 
agency; it and its contents are not to,oe distributed ou- -- 

y our agency. IO<T - T " ~~ 
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DEBATE ON OCTOBER 9, 196~4, BETWEEN 
MELVIN BELLI AND MARK LANE 




carried the gun; the fibers of OSWALD'S jacket on the gun; 

• the witness who saw OSWALD at the window of the book depositor 
building; the witnesses who saw the shooting of TIPPIT; 

HOWARD BRENNAN's identifying OSWALD from the police line-up; 
the cartridges which were found to have come from OSWALD'S 
hand gun, and the hole on the inside of, the windshield of the^ 
President 's car. « 

-J, ■ 

■' BELLI insisted that all these things showed 
beyond a reasonable doubt that OSWALD was guilty. 

MARK LAME then made an opening statement. He 
said he had never said anywhere that there had been a 
conspiracy in this country to kill the President. He said tha 
in this country there still exists the presumption of innocer 
until proven guilty. He commented on the voluminous, heavy 
Warren Report and drated that historians may some day record *■ 
the most precise description of the Report and that would be 
-President JGKNSCN's remark, "It is very heavy," when he 
received his copy from Chief Justice WARREN . ' , 


LANE stated that OSWALD was never represented 
by counsel before the Warren Commission . He then discussed 
what he believed to be discrepancies in the Report. He 
talked about the Dallas Police officers at first reoorting 
. the finding of a Mauser rifle which irater turned out to be 
an Italian gun. He discussed witness HOWARD BRENNAN, who 
had been standing outside, the book depository building and 
his description of OSWALD as being entirely too accurate from 
that distance. He stated that BRENNAN had said OSWALD was 
shooting while standing by the. window, but the Warren Report 
said OSWALD was sitting down. If OSWALD was sitting down, 
how could BRENNAN tell how tall he was? ~ 

discussed the Dallas Police line-up where 
BRENNAN identified OSWALD as the man most closely resembling 
the person he- had seen. LANE stated there were five teen- 
agers in the line-up handcuffed together and also OSWALD, 

Hho kept saying, "This is not a fair line-up." He stated 
that there were no notes made by the FBI, the Dallas Police, or 
Secret Service 9 nor was there any tape or steno record for 
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DEBATE ON 0CT03ER 9, 1964, BETWEEN 
MELVIN BELLI AND MARK LANE 

the twelve hours that" OSWALD was interrogated, and he said 
if you believe that you might as well believe the rest of th 
Warren Commission Report. What OSWALD is supposed to have 
said during the interrogation is reported from police memory 
only. 

« 

He talked about the photographs of OSWALD holdif 
the gun which he said had been doctored or superimposed and 
which Vhad.'been. printed in various magazines. He stated that 
no rifle expert in the world, using the gun OSWALD had, could 
hit a-.moving target at that distance with the accuracy that 
OSWALD had exhibited. He stated that ..three leading rifle 
experts, using the Italian gun, fired eighteen shots at a 
still — not a moving--target ■ and missed five times. He said 
that authorities have stated that OSWALD ordered the rifle 
from a Chicago sporting firm from an article in the February , 
19.63 , "-Rifleman" magazine. He said that is a lie because the $ 
length and weight of the gun advertised in that article .'are 
different than the length and weight of the gun actually 
found. 

. 4 

He discussed the witnesses’ testimony who saw fg! 
OSWALD bring the gun into the building. One witness did not 
see any package. The other two said the package was carriec 
under .OSWALD’ s armpit cupped in his right hand, and tnuv is 
impossible because the gun broken down was too lo ng for that. 

Ke discussed eleven witnesses who saw Officer 
TIPPIT shot. He said the Warren Commission . never called. many 
of these witnesses; one gave a completely different cfescripticn 
and one woman was told by the Dallas *-Police not to testify . . 

He said the Warren --.Commission relied on the FBi, Dallas Police 
and Secret Service, and never got all the facts. 

BELLI in his rebuttal stated that the Dallas 
Police, the FBI, and Secret Service had carried out their duty 
and had done everything possible to protect the President.. 

He said the 'Commission had been composed of elite Congressiona 
members and the Chief Justice of the Supreme Court, and 
insisted that the facts had been ferreted out and that the 
Warren • Commission Report was complete. 
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DEBATE ON OCTOBER S, IS 64, BETWEEN 
MELVIN BELLI AMD MARK LAME 


He then discussed nailing down the various 
rumors ana discussed some of these, such as the erroneous 
name . GLICK for the taxi driver, OSWALD'S description, and 
possible shots coming from the overpass. 

LANE in his rebuttal stated he did not believe * 
that elite Congressmen were on the Commission. He said he . 
feTt that honor would return to the United States when America 
people -look at the facts in the case. He said he is not 
concerned about the image of. the United States, but is concern 
with the substance of the case. He then said that the. four 
■ reporters who heard the sound of shots . : coming from the area 
of the overpass • were never ’called by the Warren Commission. 

He stated that the Warren Commission believed onlv what it 
wanted to believe. 


After this, there was a short question and 
answer period. 
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HE WAS EXPOSED TO -PUBLIC DISGRACE” BY TWO ARTICLES IN— THE SATURDAY 
EVENING POST. 

THE ARTICLES, IN THE FEB. g AND JULY 25 ISSUES THIS YEAR, WERE 




| i nL int, tiD, c uuli mu ^ i. tic. 

!0 /ABOUT THE JACK RUBY MURDER TRIAL IN DALLAS, IN' WHICH BELLI WAS THE 
U /CHIEF DEFENSE COUNSEL. 
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(Mount Clipping in Space Below) 


FBI's Hoover 


. ‘ V BY BILL PORTERFIELD 

Chronlcl* Reporter 

| MeTvi n^elU, the rapier-ton-, 

| gued defender of Jack Ruby and 
; caustic critic of Dallas, turned 
I Tuseday to a new target— FBI 
“.Director J. Edgar Hoover. 

| -.‘‘Hoover has long since out- 
I lived his usefulness,” Belli told 
| newsmen after taking part in a 
I panel discussion sponsored by 
g ibe Texas Bill of Rights Foundat 
*■ Ion. i 

. ; J “The ‘ portfolio and dostie; 
;?oover has on so many Amiri, 
cans is frightening,” he said, 
“and one sees with dread the 
building up of a federal; police . 
force. It is a dangerous trend."- 
Do Something 

“If the FBI is so efficient,”' ; 
Belli asked, “why doesn’t 
Hoover do something about all 
the crime and the criminals he 
warns us about? He names 
1 names and gangs, but doesn’t do 
anything about them. Is there 
an overlord of crime that has 
its finger on our politicians?" 

In a marathon day of pro- 
nouncements to the press, the 
flamboyant attorney from Cali- 
fornia made these observations:!', 

o That if Jack Ruby doesn’t’ 
kill himself first, Texas courts 
will reverse his death conviction 
for the slaying of Lee Harvey. 
Oswald, assassin of President 
Kennedy. . • 

T*” • That his criticism of Dallas' 


3 _ojrK?i he loves 5sms~a,n(j 
Texans, even though Texas law:: 

• are “antiquities." i 

j Newspaper Trial ■ 

At the Bill of Rights Founda- 
tion panel discussion in the Rice 
Hotel, Belli told other lawyers: 

• “It’s wrong to try a case in 
the newspapers, and I'll admit 
my errancy— but you fight fire 
- with fire. The district attorney 

• says something in the press and 
you fire back.” 

Belli, who arrived here Mon- 


jvcidibj' oiuucia x'uiuiii 

pefore flying back to San Fratfj 



Is aimed /inly at the oligarchy 
■ —“the 100 bankers and insur- 
ance executives, etc., of the Citi- 
zens Council who run Dallas.’! 
‘JWe all love Big D, but it’jj 
• sunk unless its leaders have 
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another protest march on 


' h . 'Fired By Ruby 
RGuy iiicif Belli foils 


'Aljl j conviction and Belli was verbally pia v/iil be staged Feb. 1, possibly 
i >by Ote president of the involving 1,000 Indians from 
American Bar Association for his -throughout the Northwest^ 
conduct during, and, after the He said the Indians "will gather 
trial. Later Belli sued American at the County-City Building just 
Bar Association President. Walter i before the Puyallup fishing trial ’ 
E. :Craig -for $5 million, claiming starts, then caravan to Olympia 
he had, been slandered. while the trial is in progress. ' j 

•.r. Over' a national television net- ■ ‘‘We want to find out where!: 
work. Belli. lashed out at Judge red man fits in Gov. Dan Evans’ i 
■Joe Bf Brown, called Dallas ; "a Blueprint for Progress,” Satiacum f 
festering sore” and labeled Dallas said. 

District, Atty. Henry Wade a "hog ^ u.N. Membership' 
caller.’, ' •- 1 ...In another, “attempt to draw, 

" Cone, said that if Belli can ar- attention to the Indian, cause, Sa- . 

m his busy schedule, tiacum requested Information 
• he d like very much to help .the Wednesday, frorti United Nations 
Indians He said it was -very Secretary U Thant about possi- 


■V.... }’ , /l J 

Mr. ■: :■ 

^ TO " ^ jj 


’(Indicate page, namV of !n?S j - • 

newspaper, city and sta^^j j g ( 


r ‘ 


doubtful that he could assist in tie' Puyallup tribal membership 

the Feb. 1 trial m which the state ln:the U.N. • • 

will attempt to win jurisdiction He. claimed that the' Puyallups 

over net fishing on the Puyallup as - a separate nation are inter- 

River. _ ' _ es.ted in. a national identity bc- 

’ SC. Mi.hon Conqi.aint ■ cause the United States “has ig- 

- However, he ‘said might nored the .perpetuity of our in-- 

be able to represent Satiacum in herited rights under treaties 
his $62 million cross-complaint which were binding for all time.” 
hgair^t the 1 alleged past, . Closer to home, Satiacum said 

present, and future lost income he has called a meeting of some 

I because of state rateri or er.ee frith Puyallup Indians Jan. 30 to dis- 
his fiet fishing. Cone also Laid j cuss the possibility of requiring 
Belif might assist Satiicim’s speris fishermen to get a permit 

wife, Suzanne, an her April 2S ap- from the Puyallups before fishing 

peal of a justice court conviction for steelhead on the lower Puy- 
for assault arising out o£ the cel- allup Fiver, 
cheated 'Sou: ember tepee raising Any recommendations would 
on the County-City Building have to be presented to the Puy-j 

lawn: I allur, Ti:bal_Council and its chair- 

No date has been set on the! man - Frank Wright: Neither the 
pre-trial hearing over Satiacura*s ! R0 F ' V -S^i P i2^ e :? nc;catCQ 
§62 million cross-complaint. . they dcsi-ge any sUCh ft lion. 7 I 

Cone said any assistance to Sa- | 
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J TACOMA NEWS . ' 

TRI BURE , Tacoma , ^ || 
Washington . : .' ,r V j: 


tiacum or the Puyallups by Belli 
i i MFTVTNTf -Ri-^T-r • would be "a labor of love.” He- 

said he knew Satiacum was in 
t-fr legal'tattl«lwith’ theustate, no position .to pay Belli the reg- 
l’iil^ 4 WSjW bu nX-il e ameiThursr ularfees. . ’ . Vi 

V : \ J h Belli’s firm presently is repre*] 

j Sederick .Cone, an associate of senting the Pitt River ' Indians] 
told f The -News. Tribune of California in an appeal of A; 

4? the^stormv lflWVPrhwhrt Ho. 
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Character: 


19? e made the 'statement after Cone said everything hinged onj 
.- rjing' Wednesday ' night with Belli's schedule, hut declared the; 
AHtylgd ichief of the Puyallup noted attorney "definitely is In- 

7 tins. Bob i. Satiacum/ and Sati- iterested.’i : 

-•^ts Seattle; attorney and pub- | At the same time Satiacum said 

> relations '-nian in PorOand 1 " 

■ , ne ,s trying a 7 case. 

* n • ' Ion g-known as one of 

> Hriqa’s outstanding court law- 
y.S”sr|“' ' across the nation's 

w hea:.he defended 
D thb murder pf Le 0 

•. "I^y wvald, assaqsia .of Presi- * 

,'t Kennedy^ • - ■■■ 1 
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• subject : P LAYBO Y MAGAZINE 
' MAY, 1965, ISSUE 

*9 • •: V .-A A review of the May, 1S65, issue of "Playboy" magazine (att;j 

:0. ' reflects np mention of the Director but has one minor reference in the bo ok: 

' 1- . section concerning" 2 . new book entitled "The Man Who Wrote Dirty Books" 

’ 2 ’ Hal Dresner. 
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May 12, 1965 


•'i r. .Jjvusuii I : 

* iiir. | Sullivan^ 
ilSlr. Tave) __Jj< 
SSlr. Trottirh.*. 
ijSele. jRooi i__». 
fB|[is:; jHolr iesij 
^lisb :Gani!y_I_ 


Hon. J. Edgar Hoover 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
United States Department of Justice 
. Washington, D. C. •: 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 


our office had the opportunity on many occasions % 
of working with special agents from your department. The courteoufl 
kind, and competent assistance rendered was always gratefully ./ \j|g 
appreciated. > ’ 

/ -■ 

It is disturbing to read as I did recently that a member of the ^ 

bar of the State of California, one MelviiyBelli, Esq. , made what * 
I consider the absurd statements concerning you and the Bureau. It 
is even more deplorable that the public news media deemed tlvse 
remarks worthy of circulation. Remarks such as those made by Mr. 
Belli merit- neither response, nor consideration. I felt'That I should 
make my feelings known to you. 

and I send you our very best wishes. 

Sincerely yours. 
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Mr. De Loach 
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MELVIN BELLI 
INTERVIEW, ’’PLAYBOY" MAGAZINE 
JUNE, 1965 


D*- 



y/A. 


9 • ' • ■ //.^srMelvin .Belli, San Francisco attorney and the most notorious cha: 
in the legaTprofessiori^ has blasted, in the current issue of "Playboy, " the Dire 


Bobby Kennedy, the' American Bar Association and the American MedicaLASsuc] 
with ihe Director receiving top billing. The article is attached. w 

!4 "• ;• 

IS In the interview, conducted by an unidentified "Playboy’Mritervie 

?6> commented he did .not believe that the FBI suppressed any knowledge it had'of ai* 



..^Bureau’s technical expertise is more impressive than its reputation 
i fitsptime and the taxpayers' money chasing "two-bit car thieves and ] 

’4spies" ' while organized crime continues to prosper. He claims thei 
'^the FBI could not have broken up the syndicate long ago "if Hoover really wanted to. 

6 He said "syndicate bigwigs" are so good at covering up their tracks it is difficult to get ' 
’■ J convictions and. the Director w< 


He says n^pen.ae. 
looking for cVnmuniifc 
bus there is no reafc n -vr • 


iS 


wants to keep the FBI's reputation "unbesmirched by failur JV ; 
j He suggests that the interviewer read Fred Cook's book "The FBI Nobody Knows" to get-.. ! 
- 3the cold, hard facts about the FBI. He claims that the Director has done a grew job .in j 
making his position more secure but that his "dictatorial ideas and ideology have no plaice • 
J 2 in a position of such power in a democracy. " Belli' describes Mr. Hoover's ideology tase^ j 
; 4f as cism and he wonders why so many ex- FBI men are members of the John Birch Societal 
} 4He*said thatrthe Director is an "archreactionary autocrat, " who believes that. the people^ ; 

n °t fit'tO:Kovern themselves. He describes Mr. Hoover as a "dangerous, dangerpuij 
^man whom we^Sshould have gotten rid of a long time*ago, " and given full rein, in the 
vgname.of law and order, he would have completely abandoned the constitutional, due proc ^l 
^protections guaranteed to every citizen. When asked if he was not going too far, Belli ; 
.^responded "I probably am — because I'm telling the truth. " Then he says he fully expecis 
^ia call from one of Mr. Hoover's "gray-flannel minions" because the 3ureau has ; readjfe 

]2tried to tap his phones and interfere with his mail. TT ~ — ~ J ** -• a ~ 1 — & 

P the question 'is "are they ready for me? 

^Enclosure 
.^1 - Mr/DeLoach 
-’gl - Mr. Rosen v . 
r 9 l - Mr. -Gale 
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Lth his mail. He said if visited he is ready .biffg^iS* 
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M. A. Jones to DeLoach Memo ‘ 

RE: MELVIN BELLI . 

"A* . . 

f Significant of his devious nature, when asked about wiretapping, | 

said that it is morally, legally and innately wrong. He then admits that his cni 
uses wiretapping because the practice is so widespread that he needs it to adeqll 
represent his clients. i 

He attacks the American Bar' Association because of its suggestiffi 
1 membersof the profession engage in the defense of unpopular defendants on th^w 
I hand, but as a matter of practice refuses to sanction attorneys who defend persfl 
I accused of. heinous crimes. He attacks the American Medical Association at sm 


I eA . ';Vg 

•ffice V 
tely % 

that * • i. 
Ine • 

h i ";■>! 


length for the failure of doctors to testify against colleagues in malpractice sui^becausel 
their insurance would be subject to cancellation. Belli complains that his prael|:e ] •. 

! leaves him little time to work on his autobiography -which he says is really goin g "to’ ^ J 

lay into all those b- — " (a word reflecting on legitimate birth). When ask( | who 

he means he said "You know: - Bobby Kennedy, J. Edgar, the A. M. A. , the A. e1|L ,| 1 

the insurance companies, ad infinitum. " M - -i 

BUFILES:- ' I f ail 


L '/ “ bi 1964 Belli received an extortion note postmarked at Starkville ~ < -r-j ti m 

^^Mississippi, 3-24-64. He forwarded the letter to the Jackson Resident Agency wS/ maiWj^ 
for "information and consideration. " The case was closed after investigation the ■ 
United States Attorney at Oxford, Mississippi, declined prosecution. In July, l.tS4. 
the Bureau learned, that Belli had his interviews with Jack Ruby filmed, allegedly for 1 
preparation of his defense. A cameraman he engaged said Belli had obtained ail rights i 
to any book or film on Ruby before accepting his defense and allegedly compiled an °.s . *. 1 

immense film library on Ruby for future exploitation. Belli allegedly deliberately ; • b ’ ]' 
attempted to have Ruby break down mentally before the camera to enhance the value of 
his films. Typical references to Belli in Bufiles reflect in 1941 he sent greetings to*] r 
the Soviet Union in support of the Red Army’s struggle against Nazi Germany; in 194^ • 
*^^^^^^^^M|g||^M^^jj^^yye<mmmunis^eader^^Alben Barkley : 

bi 1959 after Bell^ntroduce^^^ff^s^^.»gI 
mobster Mickey Cohen at a seminar on legal tactics during the American Bar Associate! ; 
convention as "Professor O’Brien," an expert on tax evasion, the Director instructed '*■ 1 
mat San Francisco should be alert for any violations of law by Belli- as his record wa^ 1 

innc- k/'tA C//f * 

OBSERVATIONS: 

* i 1 * 

>4 • \ This "two-bit" Barnum and Bailey barrister grossly, distorts * e role of J '"j 

?*** *** * aw en ^°rcement and continues, through his excesses, to displu- tg. - baseness^ • 

° f his character. His reasoning on every count is typical of his nature a d mffigomauiac; T' 

■ I do anything but ignore him would play into his hands and provide Mm with no: * of ' 
i t wel l P ho^ lty J he r S ^ eks * This is ?- nothe f case of where, the Director and the E :e,.u car. *\ 

weu be proud of their enemies. / rx .. # 

: L RECOMMENDATION^ -- — « •: ... g§||. ' \Ji 

\2 Ic^^^tiom; ~ ~ - 2 - . m. . • 


